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	Making an essay seems daunting at first. You have your word limits, stuff that needs to be researched and included, and well made paragraphs that are intended to interest your audience. However, making an essay is not too terribly difficult when you use a template to help you on your way. This essay guide is meant to help the fellow student in creating a great essay that makes your teacher/instructor do a double look! There will be a full example found below this guide as to how an essay should look.


	On this page is a cover page. If your assignment requests for a cover page, it's pretty simple. From what you see up top is what teachers prefer you to have on a cover page. Everything is centered, double spaced, and all information is present. You will want to have your topic displayed in a bigger font size. Since the standard font size for all essays is 12 point, go ahead and allow your title to have a 16 point font size. Include your name, your class, the date, and the teacher/instructor's name at the regular font size of 12 points as shown above. Be sure to have all items centered and as close to the middle of the cover page as possible. Nothing else should be included on this page. 
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	Essays are paramount in schools; especially in college. Your teachers expect that you know how to make essays and can do so at any moment's notice. This paragraph is an introduction to your topic. This is where you will tell your audience what your topic is and how you stand on it. Always start and end each paragraph with hooks that transition between paragraphs and capture your readers' attention. This is also where you will introduce your thesis to your audience. Always remember: the thesis is the very last sentence in this paragraph. Never put it before the ending sentence or anywhere else other than the last sentence. Your thesis should be “topic > because > A > B > and C.” A good example would look like this; essays are important to education because it shows literacy, it informs others, and it advances your knowledge on topics.


	So now that we know how to introduce a topic, we expand on these ideas more through our A, B, and C's. We would start this paragraph by expanding on point A. A good way to do this would be to restate point A in a transition hook between paragraphs and then we would introduce three points to point A that would back point A up through the thesis. Below is a great example of how we can form this paragraph:


Sentence 1 (Your Intro Hook): Topic thesis for Point A: Essays are great for displaying a student's literacy skills because of point 1, 2, and 3.


OR


Sentence 1: When we create essays, they display our own skill in literacy.


Point 1: Literacy shows that you have knowledge of a subject and can compose ideas, thoughts, and feelings to an audience.


Point 2: Literacy is of utmost importance in this day and age because everyone should know how to read and write to communicate.


Point 3: Literacy allows others to “connect interpret and discern the intricacies” around them (Neilson, 2014, para. 1).


Sentence 5 (Your Outro Hook): Essays help show others that one is competent in composing and interpreting literacy.


Throughout the rest of the essay prior to your outro paragraph, it is a rinse, wash, repeat kind of deal with using Points A, B, and C and turning those points into points 1, 2, and 3 in individual paragraphs. Tip: Sentence 1 does not always have to be laid out like a thesis statement, but it can help if you cannot think of a better hook to go there that relates to the paragraph topic. 


	At this point, I am sure that you have noticed that I used parenthesis in one of my points; Point 3 of the paragraph example. The parenthesis was used because I used a reference to create Point 3. I “borrowed” someone else's idea and now I must give them credit. Their idea is what helped my idea on the topic of “essays.” The reference I used is styled in APA format. This can be different if you are required to use MLA. However, there is a great website out there that will help you form proper references in different styles (http://www.citationmachine.net/). Just be sure to give authors credit if you have used their idea to help your idea move further. This is important for preventing plagiarism that can get you expelled from school or in trouble with the law. A full example of a completed APA references is found below:


References


Neilson, Delvene. (2014). Why is literacy important? Retrieved from http://www.3plearning.com/literacy-important/.


Always remember to do a hanging indent for references in APA style and eliminate the hyperlink that the link to the website will cause. References go at the very, very end of an essay on it's own page.


	Now that we have the basics down, let us go over how we end an essay. When we end an essay, we want to restate the thesis that we created way back at the introduction paragraph. However, this time it will be a little different because you have restate your thesis in different wording. Here is the original thesis: “essays are important to education because it shows literacy, it informs others, and it advances your knowledge on topics.” Do a simple bit of re-wording and we will have this: Essays are significant in education because it details literacy levels, informs others, and it broadens your knowledge on topics. Always remember, thesis's at the final paragraph goes first prior to any other sentence. This is a flip-flop from what was told earlier in the intro about how it had to be the last sentence. Once the thesis has been restated, summarize your essay to conclude it. This part is very easy to do and will be a great wrap-up of your topic and leave readers satisfied. Try to end your paragraph with something that will leave the reader thinking about your topic, but does not leave with more questions. Essays are a simple concept to memorize and anyone can do it with practice.


	Before I leave you to a full example of an appropriate essay, I want to discuss some tips to keep in mind when writing an essay. One tip for creating essays is to never use contractions. Examples of contractions are using I'm versus I am. Using I am instead of I'm shows formality and it also boosts your audience's perception of your work. Never make a factual statement without a resource to back that statement up. It can leave readers questioning your authenticity of where you came up with that idea and lower your own credibility for your knowledge of the topic. We want our readers to trust us with the information we give to them. I cannot stress how important it is to give credit to ideas that you have borrowed from others. You must always source what you use, but do not worry about how many sources you have. Always use your own wording unless you are doing direct quotes from your source. Just do not have too many direct quotes in your essay. This will come back to the plagiarism ordeal. On the topic of resources, there are some tips to help you research. If your library does not have the information that you need to create points for your essay, Google can come in handy. When researching on Google, try to go for websites that end in .org, .net, or .gov. Those websites are more likely to give you actual, factual information that can be credible to use in an essay. The website that I sourced earlier can be dismissed as hearsay simply because it does not give its own sources of where they got the information. Carefully check all your sources to be guaranteed a legitimate source. I will explain further in the near future about sources.








(Full Example of an Appropriate Essay)
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	Intro sentence 1: Start with an interesting sentence that appeals to audience and topic. 


	Sentence 2-4 gives the basics of the topic. 


	End introduction with thesis: Topic > Stance > Because > A > B > C.





	Paragraph 2: Point A mini-thesis: Point A > 1 > 2 > 3.


	Point 1: _____________________________________


	Point 2: _____________________________________


	Point 3: _____________________________________


	Hook sentence that summarizes Point A





	Paragraph 3: Point B mini-thesis: Point B > 1 > 2 > 3


	Point 1: _____________________________________


	Point 2: _____________________________________


	Point 3: _____________________________________


	Hook sentence that summarizes Point B





	Paragraph 4: Point C mini-thesis: Point C > 1 > 2 > 3


	Point 1: ____________________________________


	Point 2: ____________________________________


	Point 3: ____________________________________


	Hook sentence that summarizes Point C





	Conclusion: Restate thesis 1st sentence


	2-4 sentences that summarizes the topic


	Final sentence is a sentence that leaves readers thinking about your topic
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